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EXDIS, MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, SP, US 

SUBJECT: SPANISH BASE NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: MADRID 4677 (EXDIS) 

1. MADRID 4677 HAS BEEN REPEATED TO YOU TO ACQUAINT YOU 
WITH THINKING OF SPANISH FONMIN CORTINA ON POSSIBLE ROLE OF 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN BUILDING SPANISH ASSOCIATION WITH 
NATO. CORTINA'S HOPES THAT UK. FRANCE OR FRG COULD HELP 
BRING THIS ABOUT REFLECT DEEP-ROOTED UNWILLINGNESS TO 
ACCEPT CURRENT EUROPEAN REALITIES RECENTLY ILLUSTRATED AT 
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OUR CURRENT APPROACH IN BASE TALKS STRESSES THAT WHILE WE 
SHARE SPAIN'S INTEREST IN ITS PARTICIPATION ON EQUAL BASIS 
IN WESTERN DEFENSE, THIS IS DEMONSTRABLY NOT FEASIBLE AT 
PRESENT AND THEREFORE BOTH SPAIN AND THE US SHOULD SEEK WAYS 
TO STRENGTHEN THEIR BILATERAL DEFENSE COOPERATION AS THE 
BEST BRIDGE TO EVENTUAL DIRECT SPAIN-NATO LINKS. 

2. WITHOUT APPROACHING HOST GOVERNMENT, PLEASE GIVE US YOUR 
ASSESSMENT OF HOW FRENCH AND GERMANS VIEW SPANISH SITUATION, 

INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY ALLUDED TO IN PARA 8 OF REFTEL 
CONCERNING SOME NEW KIND OF BILATERAL OR TRILATERAL ARRANGE- 
MENT. INGERSOLL 
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